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What is a PLS?

- An environment controlled by the learner

- Personal, individual, everyone’s is different & 
unique

- Responsibility belongs to the learner 

- Effected by mindset, attitudes & self-efficacy

- Effects every aspect of the learning journey- 
Silhouette 

PERSONAL LEARNING SPACE



Importance of consideration:

The PLS must be considered when developing any 
learning space, particularly a school. The school and 
classrooms must cater for the needs of the individual 
to work in this space, whether that be an electronic 
space and environment or a physical one. 

Considering what this looks like for both teachers and 
students enables the developer to create a space that 
is cohesive for all learning. 

The PLS for Teachers
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Strengths:

In the classroom
- Empowering students with resources 

an tools leading to higher motivation to 
succeed and reach set goals

- Scaffolding effectively means students 
can self-regulate, manage time, set 
goals, ask for help and evaluate

As a professional
- Becoming more self-aware of your own 

effectiveness in teaching through self-
reflection

- Developing your own PLS (for example 
a Personal Learning Network or PLN) 
leads to developing professionally as 
an educator

Challenges:

- Some students may have no desire 
or drive to work independently, crav-
ing constant support and encourage-
ment

- Wide variety of technologies which 
can assist students develop their 
PLS (Poot, Learning & Austin, 2011)

- Students may choose a variety of 
ways to present their learning mak-
ing assessing challenging and time 
consuming

- Finding time to self-reflect/evaluate
- Discovering and exploring your own 

PLS can be confronting
- Self-reflection/evaluation outcomes 

can be confronting when identifying 
areas of necessary change



The PLS for Students
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Strengths:
- Success translates to everyday life
- Learners take on the challenges and see them as attainable
- Identification of the students learning style and space gives the student 

ownership of their learning (Poot, Learning & Austin, 2011)
- In Self Reflection students learn to mould their own ‘next steps’
- Through understanding and self-awareness students can collaborate 
with other like-minded students
- Individualised learning spaces means each learners style is catered for
- Students can work at their own pace
- Students collect resources and tools that work for them to expand and 
express their learning experiences

Challenges:
- Lack of self-belief can result in student focusing on the negatives and 
failure and/or low self-esteem which effects the overarching wellbeing of 
the learner. 
- Some students may be overwhelmed by the challenge and opt out
- Finding time to self-reflect may be seen as challenge or low priority
- Some students may lack motivation or discipline to learn through      
self-direction. 
- Can be difficult for the younger age group to adapt to. 
- Not having or feeling support from peers and teachers to facilitate    
learning
- Lack of guidance can lead to low output and productivity
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Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
within PLS

Develop per-
sonal taxonomies with 
detailed breakdowns 

(likes like, sounds like etc) 
for all teachers and 

learners

Schedule set time for self re-
flection and evaluation

Develop a 
reflective 
journal

Link to my PLN - developed 

while studying at ACU

A 
fantastic tool on many 

levels - for PLS it will assist 
those struggling to identify what 

theirs ‘looks like’ by exploring the 
spaces shared by others. It can also 
help to build an electronic PLN inspir-

ing the user to develop the crea-
tive space

https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com
https://au.pinterest.com


E-LEARNING 
SPACE

What is it?

- 21st century learning space
- Electronic space (can exist within a learning             
  institution)
- Includes the use of all hardware and software devices 
  and platforms
- Encourages the move from teacher-centred teaching  
  to a more student centred classroom (Levin and 
  Wadmany, 2006)
- A space to share and retrieve information
- Provides opportunities to actively and interactively   
  participate



E-Space for Teachers
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Strengths:

In the classroom
- Provides the teacher with another tool 
to provide scaffolded, differentiated 
and inclusive lessons and units in new 
and exciting ways that are actively en-
gaging

- Teachers assume more of a facilitators 
role

- Supports curriculum goals when imple-
mented correctly in the classroom

As a professional
- Expansive opportunity for professional 
learning, development and support

- Information constant and ready

Challenges:

- Applying to appropriate tool to task
- Wide knowledge of a range of tools re-

quired
- Understanding what is appropriate to 

access and when, as well as for whom
- Designing and developing new mod-

els of assessment appropriate for the 
e-space (Education Services Australia, 
2009)

- Distractions online - particularly social 
media. Am I on task?

Importance of consideration:

In the 21st century teachers and students must take 
advantage of this ever changing and powerful plat-
form.

Ensuring that this space has a strong presence in any 
school or classroom is paramount. When developing 
spaces we must consider what works in our demo-
graphic and how we will accommodate for the 
changes as this space evolves as a rapid pace
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E-Space for 
Students

Strengths:

- Encourages learning to move towards being self directed
- Provides a platform for sharing knowledge and collaborating 
  within the class, school and the world
- Most students have a degree of digital literacy before   
  entering the classroom
- Student exposure and exploration of evolving technology  
  creates continual connections to the world and   
  develops a student who is adaptable and flexible
-        Develops students as readers, writers, editors & publishers, 

  often while they are unaware of it
-        Extends learning outside the classroom
-        Provides a platform for feedback via a social basis

Challenges:

- Keeping students safe within the online environment
- Distractions while working in the online/electronic   
  environment
- Some students present at school with minimal or no exposure 
 to the digital world therefore little or no base of digital literacy 
  (digital divide)
- Ensuring students understand the negative effects   
  technology can have
- Cyber-bulling
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Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
in the E-Space

Google Classroom - An intro for teachers

Click the logo to 
start creating your  
class/school blog 

Explore the mean-
ing of online ‘netiquette’ 

and how it applies to 
your learners

Explore and im-
plement the use of 
new applications 
both personally 

and professionally 
to ensure your 

knowledge is cur-
rent 

Explore the options 

Google has to offer edu-

cation by clicking the link 

below

http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com
https://eis4.wordpress.com/2016/08/24/netiquette/
https://eis4.wordpress.com/2016/08/24/netiquette/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/genre/ios/id36?mt=8


THE 
CLASSROOM 
AND THE 
SCHOOL

What is it?

The physical spaces and structures that make up a learning 
space

From  this.....

To  this.....
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Classroom and School for Teachers

Strengths:

- There is the ability to create a space 
that works for the children in front of 
you rather than a generic layout

- Changeable spaces depending on the 
needs of the lesson and the students

- Context supports smaller group work 
which leads to more individualised 
learning for students

- Positive student learning experiences

Challenges:

- If students don’t connect with the 
space they may struggle to be en-
gaged with learning

- Finding the balance between creating 
a space that compliments the teachers 
style while also accommodating the 
learning needs of every child

- Furniture and items within the space 
causing distraction for the students

- Creating boundaries for expectations 
around how child work and use the 
space can be confusing

- Coordinating the movement of children 
between spaces

- The need for teachers to work more 
collaboratively and to do so in front of 
students

- Availability of resources impacts the 
design and creativity of the space

Importance of consideration:

This space is the first impression the students have 
about their learning journey, expectations & relation-
ship.
It’s a space where students direct the learning through 
collaborations and engagement with peers, teacher & 
the resources available. There should be spaces 
within that are desirable for the students. The needs of 
the students need to mould the design of the space. It 
should contain open spaces, group break away 
spaces & individual learning spaces. Student work & 
visual stimulating displays to be places around the 
space
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The Classroom & 
School for Students

Strengths:

- A flexible learning space that gives options through freedom

- A space where students engage socially and with learning.      
Student engagement is shown to increase in new, well-designed 
buildings (Rudd, et al,. 2008)

- A visually stimulating space with contributions from students giv-
ing them a sense of ownership/belonging

- Can cater for multiple learning styles and PLSs

- More focus on student centred learning

- Can feel ownership over the individualised space leading to moti-
vation in learning

Challenges:

- If not set up correctly a flexible learning space can produce a 
loud, unproductive space where students can find spots to hide 
away

- Students who crave structure and boundaries may struggle with 
the freedom

- Need for some level of self-direction of learning

- Lack of personal space to call own



12

Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
in the Classroom/School

Hit the image above to explore different layout 
options in your classroom before committing 
time to moving furniture around

Lorem Ipsum dolor amet, consectetur

This video shows the journey of a teacher and her class as they 
explore together a space that will enhance their learning. 

A Classroom space transformed

Ask your students, what works for 
them. Survey them, have discussions - 

trial different options and get feed-
back and assess productivity



GROUP
COLLABORATIVE
COOPERATIVE 

What is it?
Learners working together in small groups within varying 
structures and frameworks

Group work:
Encourages students to be a team member – can mean 
unequal participation

Cooperative group:
Encourages equal participation from all group members 
and each students has an assigned role in completing the 
structured activity towards producing a product or  com-
mon goal.

Collaborative group:
Encourages students to work together to search for their 
own, individual understanding.
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...for Teachers

Strengths:

- Students take an active role in learn-
ing, sharing ideas and opinions with 
one another, not just limiting to what 
the teacher can share

- Close knit groups create an environ-
ment where assessing students pro-
gression growth can be done with 
ease

 
- Group planning can assist with curricu-

lum development

- Creates common goals and focus

Challenges:

- Teachers play important role in student 
group learning and must implement 
the learning strategy correctly by facili-
tating and scaffolding each group to 
successfully achieve the set learning 
outcomes (Reed, 2014) 

- Finding a way to assess progress indi-
vidually can be difficult while consider-
ing the outcomes/success of the wider 
group

- Keeping students on task

- Dealing with groups that do not work 
well together. Student personalities 
traits can act as a challenge when im-
plementing group learning (Reed, 
2014)

- Can increase work load for teachers – 
particularly initially

- Can be more time consuming than 
working independently for some

Importance of consideration:

With the view that modern day education should be full 
of discussion and noise, providing a space where stu-
dents can work in this capacity is paramount. 

Looking for options that are changeable and         
adaptable within the classroom space should be 
looked into
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...for Students
Strengths:

- A natural way for students to intuitively work

- The process utilises student strengths

- Can increase student information retention and success 

- Promotes conversation and develops communication skills

- Students develop social awareness skills and acceptance of oth-
ers

- Encourages critical thinking

- Encouraging contribution to extend knowledge and accountabil-
ity for their specific role builds motivation to succeed. Group 
learning models place ownership of the learning onto the stu-
dents which in turn enhances their understanding of the task and 
content (Slavin, 2010)

Challenges:

- Some students prefer to work individually

- Some students may over power others. A challenge that arises 
for students during group learning is the ability for all members to 
be heard equally (Tolmie, et al., 2010)

 
- Students may distract one another and stray from the given task
 
- Noise levels may distract some students

- Group goals can sometimes limit some students or put pressure 
on less confident learners

- Requires participation from all 
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Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
in the group setting

Click image for video about Collaborative learning

Two year 4 students from Winters Flat Pri-
mary School explain how they write, col-
laborate, receive feedback and share us-
ing Google Docs, one of the key communi-
cation tools of Google Apps for Education

Click the image to see an example of    
collaboration in action

Using this twitter link you will be 
taken to a page showing the con-
versation #AUSedchat - this is a bril-
liant space for educators collabora-
tion. Whether you contribute or 
'lurk' there are so many benefits of 
being involved in this space

Ensure 
the experiences are carefully 

structured so that students are held ac-
countable & are expected to make 

contributions

Scaffold 
groups ensuring to take into 
consideration the skills of the 

students

Monitor groups 
closely, ensuring no stu-
dent is being too domi-

neering

Maintain independent goals & individual 
accountability to avoid division within the 
groups when abilities inevitably vary

Assign specific roles 
within the group to fos-
ter & build understand-
ing of the process i.e. 
Scribe, time keeper, 
leader, speaker etc



BEYOND THE 
CLASSROOM

What is it?

Excursions 
– educational trips into the community, leaving school prem-
ises 

Incursions 
– performers, speakers or groups coming to the school to en-
gage with the students learning

Community of Practice CoP 
– a group of people coming together to engage for a common 
purpose



18

...for Teachers

Strengths:

- A great focal point of a unit

- Reinforces learning done in a 
unit often bringing more contex-
tual meaning to the content

- Can utilise other teachers/
presenters with expert 
knowledge/experience

Challenges:

- It can increase stress as risks 
are often increased when leav-
ing the school vicinity

- Need for a new/wider range of 
behaviour management tech-
niques

- The experience being offered 
must be extensively researched 
to make sure it is educational 
and aligns with the learning 
(Johnson, 2009)

- Can take extra time to organise

Importance of consideration:

Education beyond the classroom adds great depth to 
any educational setting. Excursions are not necessar-
ily something that needs to be considered when plan-
ning a physical space however incursions are. 
There should be a space where multiple classes can 
meet, ideally indoors as well as outdoors. This would 
cater for a variety of visiting experts and their delivery 
techniques. 
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...for Students

Strengths:

- Motivates learning while enriching the curriculum, relating it to 
real life and the community

- Promotes positive behaviours

- Engaging with people with different/expert knowledge

- Promotes a positive view of the world

- Shared experience builds community within the class/group

Challenges:

- Some students may find the lack of physical boundaries (the 
school) challenging and present adverse behaviour or present 
with anxiety or stress

- Culture, language and values need to be considered and be ad-
dressed correctly

- Lack of understanding of the value of the experience
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Some examples I have experienced in my time as a teacher:

Excursions:
Fishing trip 
The Aquarium
The National Maritime Museum
School Camp

Incursions:
Police Talks
Health professionals
Martial Arts instructor

Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
beyond the classroom

This page allows educators to explore options suitable 
for their school, class, subject and location

This site allows the educator to search by curriculum 
subject



THE LIMINAL 
SPACE

What is it?

- An abstract, tangible space, not a physical one
- A space that we move in and out of throughout life
- Liminal = threshold
- Can refer to a transition or a bridge between two learning 
  spaces
- In relation to teaching it is about a modeling the space 
  and showing it’s a space that is acceptable to be in
- Learners can be in and move through a liminal space with
  out knowing
- Being in the liminal space can relate to emotions or life 
  events as well as overcoming educational   
  boundaries
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...for Teachers

Strengths:

- Understanding and modelling 
enables the students to see and 
learn how to deal with worry 
and uncertainty

- Recognising students in this 
space and helping them to 
build tools to move through it

- Seeing student’s growth through 
their transformations

- Students can take steps within 
their learning, facilitated by the 
teacher

 

Challenges:

- There is difficulty in defining the 
space which can make model-
ling the action of dealing with it 
challenging

- Supporting students to move 
through it can be difficult if they 
cannot articulate their position 
themselves

Importance of consideration:

This is a space that relies on community and relation-
ships and understanding rather than on something 
physical. Although, it can be a challenging time for 
any learner, therefore, having a comfortable space for 
the learner to experience this transition is very impor-
tant.
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...for Students

Strengths:

- Understanding allows for reflection /evaluation

- Recognising the possibilities of what might be or 
 occur

- Opportunity to develop a new learning path

- Can build resilience

- New ideas arise about their learning

- Embrace the unknown and take risks

Challenges:

- The uncomfortable and/or frustrating feeling of the un-
known

- Lack of understanding and articulation around what 
the liminal space is, causing distress, behaviour 
change or disinterest/disengagement 

- High level of support required
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Developing Action / Addressing Challenges
in the Liminal Space

Reflection and 
building students 

awareness of their PLS 
is the basis of this 

space and it’s under-
standing

Give students time to process and understand

Establish a supportive 
environment that allows students to share 
where they are at without judging

Encourage students to understand it’s ok 
to make mistakes and be wrong

Make time 
for discussions 
and debates – 
valuing all 
opinions
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